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CLAIM AMBNQME^TTS 
1. (Currently Amended) For a dalt^ file distribution and 
processing system including servbr software running on a source 
computer for sending data files to aji destination computer via a 
network link between the source compiitier and the destination 
computer, and including processing software running on the 
destination computer for processing yeich data file forwarded 
thereto from said server software to: Carry out an action, a 
method for preventing the processing ^oftware running on the 
destination computer from, processing: <£ata files forwarded to the 
destination computer other than ■frorii the server software, Lhe 
method comprising the steps of; ■ 

including within the- server; . software running on the source 
computer license stamping means ;for:; embedding a license stamp 

software forwards the data 
said network link; and 



into each data file before the gervejrj 
file to Baid destination computer vi;aj 

' adapting said processing softwares executed by said 
destination computer so that it fproqe^ees each received data file 
to carry out said action only when Jhja received data file 
contains the embedded license stame n wherein the license stamp 
embedded in the data file indic ates^that the data file was 
forwarded bv licensed server softwatreL 

2. (Original) The method iri- accordance with claim 1 wherein 
said encoded license stamp comprise© ja code identifying said 
source computer. 

3. {Currently Amended) The ; mettiojd in accordance with claim 1 
wherein said each data file, including its embedded license 
stamp, is a print file defining! a document in a format suitable 
for directly causing a printer to pirijnt said document. 

4. (Currently Amended) Thefmethdd in accordance with claim 3 
wherein said license stamping means;: ejmbeds said encoded license 
stamp into *±ie each data file in sucti a way that said printer 
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ignores the encoded license stamp wheri printing said document in 
response to said data file. 

5. (Original) The method in: acdp^dance with claim 3 wherein 
said action carried out by said prdciia4 sin 9 software comprises 
displaying on a computer monitor a presentation of the document 
defined by the data file, 

6. (Currently Amended) The metlio^ in accordance with claim 2 
claim 3 wherein said action carried . put by said processing 
software comprises causing said pririt^r to print said document. 



7. (Original) The method in; acebtdance with claim 1 wherein 
said data file defines a sound ctod iWh^rein said action carried 
out by said processing software comprises a initiating said 
sound. 



8. (Original) The method in accordance with claim 1 wherein 
said data file defines a video image £nd wherein the action 
carried out by said processing software comprises initiating a 
display of said video image, 

9. (Original) The method irt acrbojrdance with claim 1 wherein 
said license stamping means also prtbcjssses each said data file to 
determine a value of an attribute of jthe data file and includes 
in said embedded license stamp an attribute code indicating said 
value of said attribute, and whereiii jthe method further comprises 
the step of 

adapting the processing softwairej to process each received 
data file to determine a value 6f s^ijd attribute of each data 
file received, and to refrain from t>rjoces sing the received data 
file to carry out said action unless jthe received data file 
includes an embedded license stamp: ^obtaining said attribute code 



indicating a value of said attribute 



matching the value of said 



attribute determined by said prbcesisijng software. 

3 
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10. (Original) The method in accordance with claim 9 wherein 
the data file processed by said liceih^e stamping means consists 
of a plurality of data bytes, each of Iwhich influences the value 
of said attribute determined by bai'd- license stamping means - 



11. (Original) The method ih accordance with claim l 
wherein saJd license stamping rife4 ns includes a processing 

option code within said license startup \ embedded within said data 

file, and 

wherein the option code influexic^s the nature of the output 



the processing software produces: when 



processing the data file 



12. (Currently Amended) A data ;;file distribution and 
processing system comprising: 

a source computer ; 

a destination computer; and. 

network means for conveying daEfcjaj files from said source 
computer to said destination coiriput^ri 

wherein said source computer e*iefcutes server software for 
sending data files to the' destination: computer via said network 
means, 

wherein said destination compufcei* executes processing 
software for processing sach data fil^ forwarded thereto from 
said server software Lo carry out an Action, 

wherein said server software includes license stamping means 

i 

for embedding a license stamp into eabh data file before the 
server software forwards the data fil^ to said destination 
computer via said network means; e**sl • 

wherein said processing software! processes each received 
data file to carry out said action onp-y when the received data 
file contains the embedded license /&tjamp_ i _ - and 

wherein the license stamp embedded in the data file 
indicates that the data file was foirwlard ed bv licensed server 
software, i 
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13. (Original) The data file diistjribution and processing 
system in accordance with claim %2 wherein said encoded license 
stamp comprises a code identifying said source computer. 

14. (Currently Amended) Thei data j file distribution and 
processing system in accordance with; claim 12 wherein each said 
data fHlft. Including its embedded liicdtnse s tamp, is a print file 
defining a document in a format Suitable for directly causing a 
printer to print said document. 

15. (Original) The data filie disiribution and processing 
system in accordance with claim 14 Wherein said license stamping 
means embeds said encoded license sfatj\p into the data file in 
such a way that said printer ignore^; the encoded license stamp 
when printing said document in r:esp;oh$e to said data file. 

16. (Original) The data file distribution and processing 
system method in accordance with clfifcir^ 14 wherein said action 
carried out by said processing software comprises displaying on a 
computer monitor a representation o£ the document defined by the 
data file, 

■ ' i 

17. (Currently Amended) The da^aj file distribution and 
processing system in accordance ;wit£i ftlaim 13 claim 16 wherein 
said action carried out by said ; :pro<5e^sing software comprises 
causing said printer to print said .document . 

18. (Original) The data file distribution and processing 
system in accordance with claim 12 irtiferein said data file defines 
a sound and wherein said action : carried out by said processing 
software comprises a initiating ; saiiti isound. 

19. (Original) The data file distribution and processing 
system in accordance with claim; 12 .^hjerein said data file defines 
a video image and wherein the actidii. parried out by said 

5 \ 
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processing software comprises initiating a display of said video 
image. 

20. (Original) The data file distribution and processing 
system in accordance with claim %2 Wherein said license stamping 
means also processes each said data if i le to determine a val ue of 
an attribute of the data file and irib^udes in said embedded 
license stamp an attribute code indicating said value of said 
attribute, and wherein the method fur4 her comprises the step of 

adapting the processing softwa*?e | to process each received 
data file to determine a value o£ e*i<jl attribute of each data 
file received, and to refrain f rbm processing the received data 
file to carry out said action unless the received data file 
includes an embedded license stamp containing said attribute code 
indicating a value of said attribute: thatching the value of said 
attribute determined by said processing software. 



21. (Original) The data file distribution and processing 
system in accordance with claim 30 T&hfcrein the data file 
processed by said license stamping iie^ns consists of a plurality 
of data bytes, each of which infiueiiic£s the value of said 
attribute determined by said licenses stamping means* 

22- (Original) The data file distribution and processing 
system in accordance with claim 12 

wherein said license, stamping ttiejgins includes a processing 
option code within said license ^statttpj embedded within said data 

file, and • . v': 

wherein the option code influences the nature of the output 
the processing software produces wheni processing the data file. 



23. (Original) A data f ile : distribution and processing 
system comprising: 

first means for providing a data) file; 



6 
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second means for receiving the .id^ta file, for checking the 
data file to determine whether the diatia file contains an encoded 
license, and for thereafter processing the data, file only when 
the data file contains the encoded license; and 

third means for receiving the Satja file provided by said 
first means, for embedding said encoded license in the data file, 
and for forwarding said data file witli the encoded license 
embedded therein to said second beaji^^ such that said encoded 
license indicates said data file; as^h^ving been forwarded by said 
third means. 



24, (Original) The data file dilsiribution and processing 
system in accordance with claim 23 4Mi ther comprising a printer, 

wherein said data file provide^ §Y said first means is a 
print file suitable as input to Bai<£ printer for instructing said 
printer to print a document, and. 

wherein said third means processes said data file by 
displaying an image of said document; ind by transmitting said 
data file as input to said printer such that said printer prints 
said document in response to said pri^it file. 



25. (Original) The data file distribution and processing 
system in accordance with claim 23 wherein said second means 
embeds said encoded license into th| data file in such a way that 
the printer ignores the encoded iliceln^e when printing said 
document * 



26. (Original) The data file distribution and processing 
system in accordance with claim ; 23 .^hisrein said embedded license 
includes a code identifying a licensee. 
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